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General Information Concerning the 
South Nahanni River or "Headless Valley" Region 
Seen tetrancenesneeie said reser orn 
The region drained by the South Nahanni River is situated 
in the southwestern portion of Mackenzie District, Northwest 
Territories, along the eastern slope of the Mackenzie Mountains, 
The South Nahanni River has its source near the summit of Mackenzie 
Mountains and flows southeasterly to join the Liard River about 
125 miles above the confluence of the latter with Mackenzie River, 
The name "Headless Valley" is generally associated with Flat River, 


a tributary of the South Nahanni, as well as the latter. Flat 


- River enters the South Nahanni approximately 80 miles above its 


confluence with the Liard. The watershed of the South Nahanni and 
Flat Rivers is mountainous, and downstream from Virginia Falls, 
525 feet in height, the South Nahanni runs for many miles through 
a series of canyons. 
Historical Outline 

According to a report published in the 1937 Canadian 
Alpine Journal describing the Snyder Expedition to the region that 
year, gold was first discovered at the mouth of Flat River in 1900, 
A later strike made in 1904 caused a small rush to the district. 
Among those taking part in the rush was William McLeod of Fort 
Liard, who came out the following year with several ounces of what 
was reported to be coarse gold, Accompanied by his brother Frank 
and another man, McLeod went up the South Nahanni River again late 
in 1905. Nothing more was heard from them and a search party was 
organized and set out in 1908, The bodies of the McLeod hrothers 
were locatcd on the lower river at a point now known as "Deadman's 
Valley". The third member of the party was never heard of again. 

A few years later a trader at Ross aa ce Post, Yukon 


Territory, received a letter from a prospector, one Jorgenson, 
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advising that the latter had made a rich strike. The trader, 

Poole Field, traversed the continental divide by dog team to the 
rendez-vous indicated near the mouth of Flat River, only to find on 
arrival the headless body of Jorgenson. About 1930 another 
prospector, Phil Powers, failed to return from a trip up the river, 
and his remains were subsequently found in the burned ruins of his 
cabin. 

In 1933 a prospector named John Stanier found in the 
canyon of McLeod Creek, a tributary of Flat River, several rusted 
shovels and old sluice boxes, indicating an early placer working. 
The site was believed to be that of the lost McLeod mine, until 
another old placer working was located in 1934 on Bennett Creek, 
above licLeod Creek, by a prospector named Gus Krause. The latter 
site is believed to be that located by lcLeod. Showings of coarse 
gold were found by Krause, but discoveries to date have not in- 
dicated any great values. 

The country tributary to the South Nahanni is practically 
uninhabited, and is visited only by a few prospectors and an 
occasional white trapper. Local Indians also hunt and trap in 
the region, trading their furs at posts situated at the mouth of 
South Nahanni River and at Fort Liard on Liard River at the mouth 
of Petitot River. 

Recent news stories associating pestilence, murder, 
and mystery with the valley are believed to be greatly exaggerated. 
Undoubtedly several people have lost their lives in the region, 
but fatalities of this nature can always be expected in remote 
districts, when adequate preparation, including provision of suf- 
ficient food, has not been made by parties planning to spend long 
periods away from civilization. It is reasonable to believe that 
some deaths in the South Nahanni have resulted from drowning or 
from starvation, caused by the loss of supplies as a result of 
canoe accidents. In such cases, the bodies of the deceased would 


have been devoured by predatory animals. 
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One of the best organized expeditions to visit the area 
was that headed by Harry Snyder of Montreal in 1957. This party 
employed both river boats a ai vonart for transportation, and made 
landing with the latter on a number of small lakes situated in the 
mountains adjacent to the continental divide. Descriptions of the 
expeditions will be found in the following articles: 

Exploring Upper Nahanni River and Snyder Mountains 

in 1957, oy Harry Snyder. Canadian Geographical 


Journal, October, 1937. 


The Harry Snyder Canadian Expedition 1937, by H.F. 
Lambart, Canadian Alpine Journal, 1937. 


Accessibility 

The mouth of South Nahanni River can be reached by power 
boat or canoe via the Liard River from Fort Simpson, Northwest 
Territories. An alternative route may be taken via Fort Nelson 
(served by the Alaska Highway), and thence down the Fort Nelson and 
Liard Rivers. Another route which has been traversed is that up the 
Pelly and MacMillan Rivers in Yukon Territory to the headwaters of 
the latter, thence across the continental divide to the headwaters 
of the South Nahanni. The region can also be reached by aircraft, 
a number of small lakes in the upper Flat River region affording 


opportunities for landing. 
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